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Star of the AGM show; scenically had to be Loch Tat. The photo above does not do it justice.

Meeting at Maesgwyn – Wednesday 25th April 2012 and subsequent layout building meetings at Christleton.
Progress continues on the layout with Kevin no wiring from the front boards to the control panels. 

Our AGM, was as expected a swift affair. There are no contentious matters to discuss and the present committee are prepared to stand for re-election. We did however have to consider the funding of our meetings. Now that the council has raised the hall fee to over £21 and our regular turnout has dropped to 6 members, we obviously cannot let matters continue with a meeting fee of £3. Rowland has been in negotiations on our behalf with Wrexham Model Railway Club who use the church hall in Percy Road on two evenings per week (Monday & Thursday). We will be going along there next Monday, 11th June, to assess the viability of our moving there.
N Gauge Society AGM – Saturday 26th May at Cotgrave, Notts.

The exhibition – the Leicester Area Group managed to cram 12 layouts and 6 traders into a hall no bigger than St Marys in Conwy. The warm weather and fact that doors were only open on one side of the building resulted in a very stuffy hall with narrow gangways between the layouts leaving little room for wheelchair users to circulate and those who carry backpacks were making a real nuisance of themselves. That aside, it was a successful show with only one layout “still under construction”. 
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Both Dapol and Bachmann had displays, Bachmann actually had their layout with them on which was running their new WD 2-8-0 Freight loco and the 6-car Blue Pullman (although the latter was still in factory finish primer.) The first samples of the Farish Class 70 and revised Class 20 were on show as were the Dapol Class 26 and 56 and the ex Ixion GW 28XX 2-8-0 freight loco.
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Treasurer - BarryParker-Twist
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At the AGM itself, it was a case of farewell to Ray Hansen, who has been a Committee member for over 30 years, and David Wedgwood, who has been Society Treasurer for 9 years and brought the Society from the brink of bankruptcy to the healthy position the accounts show today. Both were presented with parting gifts –David receiving life membership and a BachFar model of a warship loco named after the last ship he served on before retirement from the Senior Service and Ray will receive a Bachfar Blue Pullman and has been elected a vice president. Speaking of which, our incumbent president, Bill Coombes is presently in hospital having suffered a heart attack last Saturday.

The main points coming out of the AGM were that subs would increase by £1 per annum from January 2013 – so if you’re due to renew before then you can save yourselves a couple of pounds by taking out a three year membership. The other item was the venue for next year’s AGM. Ian put forward the North Wales Group’s offer to stage the event on the weekend of 4th/5th May only to receive a chorus of objections because:

It clashed with the Bristol Show (which is organised by the Society’ Chairman, David Baverstock)
It was on a bank holiday weekend.

It was difficult to park in Llandudno 

It was too far.

Despite promoting the easy walk from the station to the venue, the other events going on which would enable members to make a weekend of it and pointing out that one of the prizewinners had travelled to Cotgrave from Darlington and that there were no other offers to stage the event, the offer fell on deaf ears and the venue for next year’s AGM has been put back for the committee to discuss at its August meeting – much to Ian’s annoyance – he had already taken a booking from a trader (BH Enterprises) who jumped at the opportunity of a 2-day show in Llandudno as a money spinner as well as a good weekend away.
Then came the awards for the model-making competition. Neither of Rowland’s excellent signal boxes won a prize nor did Ian’s narrow gauge train (photos are on the Society Website under 2012 AMMC). Jamie Mitchell of the Chester Group managed to scoop three awards for his 3D printed Irish stock and also from the Chester Group, Chris Tungate won a section for a trio of Scammell Mechanical Horse wagons.
Next general meeting will be on Monday 11th June 2012 at the United Reform Church Hall, Percy Road, Wrexham from 7:30 p.m. 
Layout building meetings will continue each Wednesday evening from 7:00 p.m. at 17 Toll Bar Road. 
























