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A mixture of three-car d.m.u.s make up the return Llandudno to Stoke Saturday excursion as they approach Colwyn Bay. The line formerly serving the “stopping” side of the eastbound platform can be seen cut short of the signal box.
Meeting held Wednesday 25th May 2011 at Maesgwyn Community Centre, Wrexham
Present were Barry, John, Roger, Rowland, Dave, Ian and Kevin.
This meeting had been set aside to set up and test the Chester Area Groups’ layout “Cragmill” prior to its being exhibited at Birkenhead the following weekend. As the layout is now housed at Barry’s in Cefn Mawr, it seemed the logical step to use the meeting at Wrexham to try out the layout. The Wrexham layout is being built along similar principles and understanding how “Cragmill” works will benefit the Wrexham members when it comes to wiring up the Wrexham layout – which is still short of a name.

As the layout is due to appear in whatever state we can get it to on Saturday 9th July at the Chester Open Day at Dodleston, we need to settle on a name. Pete has offered the following suggestions:-

“Bryn y Mor”

(Hill by the Sea)

“Glan y Mor”

(Shore by the Sea)

Dave Gibbons suggested “Maesgwyn” being the name of the hall where we meet. The literal translation is “the white place” and considering the amount of white expanded polystyrene foam that forms the basic structure of the layout, the name seems quite appropriate!
We must take a vote at the next meeting and settle on a name.

With regard to the Open Day at Dodleston, Ian will collect the keys to the hall at 9:00 a.m. on the Saturday. The show doesn’t open to the public until 1:00 p.m (although no doubt some villagers will wander in before then) and this gives us four hours to work on the layout. 

Ian suggests temporarily connecting the mainlines around the back and wiring them up so that we can have something running whilst we concentrate on, perhaps laying the freight lines
Anyone who needs directions to the village hall can give Ian a ring on 01244 332881 but its location can generally be described as the last building on the right as you leave Dodleston heading for Pulford (or first on the left if you come in from Dodleston)

Rowland had brought along his “Mark II” version of the signal box for the east end of the layout – and what a superb job he has made of it – even down to the lever frame inside. Ian suggested that the roof 
should be hinged or a snug push-fit so that his work is not hidden from view. Rowland has also put the road onto the skew bridge at the east end of the layout.

John has been busy building cottages for the layout from the excellent Metcalfe kits. He brought along his mobile phone with pictures of progress to date and the models look really good. Ian challenged John to produce a couple more but modified so that they could be placed alongside the road which rises from the station and crosses the line. Without the Wrexham layout there however, we were unable to work out the gradient of the road so that task will need to be postponed for now.

Barry and Ian have been busy snapping up second-hand Farish platforms for the station and we are now just four short of our target – so please can everyone still keep an eye out at shows, car boot sales etc. for these items. Don’t forget it is the Farish ones we need not the Ratio ones which are a little too wide. Once we have all the platforms glued in place, they can be sanded down and given a fresh coat of grey paint to make it look like a continuous platform.
Next meeting at Maesgwyn – Wednesday 29th June at 7:30 p.m.  
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