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Summer in the 1980’s and a Class 47 eases into Colwyn Bay with an express from Holyhead. Note the screen to the right to shelter passengers from the sea breezes, the litter on the track, the weeds growing at the end of the platform and across the signal cable conduits, the width of the platform, the signal box, the upper quadrant signal and the ground signals by the loco.
Meeting held Wednesday 23rd February 2011 at Maesgwyn Community Centre, Wrexham
Barry was committed to treating his wife to a Birthday Night out but we still had a good turnout with John, Roger, Rowland, Jonathan and Philip joining Ian. Pete was working but joined us later in the evening. Dave Gibbons from the Chester “C” Group had also kindly turned up to give a “hands on” demonstration of weathering rolling stock.
We began with 2mm scale modelling! Philip had brought along his 2mm scale test track as shown opposite. It is all hand made including the crossovers and three way point. The rails have been soldered to each individual sleeper – a job not for the faint hearted!
The track has been laid to represent tracks in a dockyard – the dock basin being in the upper left corner of the photo. The tracks on that part of the board have checkrails soldered in place and will eventually be filled in to represent the dock surface. Philip had detailed and repainted the dock tank he purchased off Ian at the last meeting. It is now in the dockyard’s blue livery with dumb buffers and the wheels filed down to 2mm standards. It was given a run along the tracks and ran quite smoothly. He had also converted a Farish 0-6-0 Pannier to 2mm and this ran on most of the layout but was restricted from running in the immediate dock area as the chassis wheelbase was too long. Because of the finer tolerances in 2mm scale, Philip has had to incorporate a rocker arm system between the point tie rod and the point lever to lessen the throw of the lever.
Although Philip intends to develop the board scenically, he has no intention (at present!) of incorporating this section into a larger layout.

With Barry being absent, we only had two end boards to work on and a good deal of time was spent in deciding where the tracks should cross the board joints to still allow access to the bolts holding the boards together. We also noticed that the ends of the boards where the track crosses were not square with each other and decided that a further bolt should be put in to bring the timbers together.

We began cutting the polystyrene that will form the base of the intermediate freight line. It was at first proposed that a further 50mm block be put on this base to form the base of the top level freight loops. We have subsequently reduced this to 25mm for three reasons :-
1. The higher the layout, the less can be carried in one car

2. The intermediate level does not have to pass beneath the high level so there is no clearance problem.

3. 25mm sheets are cheaper!

That was about as far as we got on the evening but Barry and Ian availed themselves of Dave Gibbons’ garage to do some more work on the boards. We have now cut through the timbers where the low level tracks cross and cut cork sheeting for pinning the track down. The positions and type of pointwork for the station and low-level fiddle yard have also been marked on the boards.

We have now opened a bank account to pay in the grant cheque and subs. As far as payments out are concerned, we still await a bill from Wrexham CBC and will need to purchase some pointwork and point motors. The present proposal is that we use hand operated second-hand points in the fiddle yard to begin with but new curved large radius Code 55 points with electric point motors at the station.

Dave in the meantime gave a “hands on” guide to weathering rolling stock using acrylics obtained quite cheaply at “The Works” bookshop.

Observation of the prototype is key to getting the right effect. Notice where brake dust accrues, oil drips, rust starts etc. Build up layers with thin washes rather than trying to apply neat colour to your rolling stock.

Ken McMahon, who had been a member of the Chester Area Group for many years, sadly passed away last month. The benefactor of his estate has passed the model railway stock to a member of Chester “A” Group with the instructions to sell it and send the funds to the Marie Curie Hospice, Liverpool. The list is given below and the stock will be on show at the Chester Area Group meeting on Friday 25th March at Dodleston (when Joel Bright, the MD of Dapol, will be giving an “interactive talk”)

Anyone interested in purchasing any of these items is welcome to attend the Chester meeting or let Ian know which items you are interested in and how much you are prepared to pay for them. We will have a test track at the meeting to ensure locomotives are in running order.

Items from the estate of the Late Kenneth McMahon

Locomotives

	GF
	Jinty
	
	

	Minitrix
	Ivatt 2-6-2T
	Damaged Valve gear
	

	Dapol
	Ivatt 2-6-2T
	LMS
	

	Dapol
	Ivatt 2-6-2T
	BR
	

	Dapol
	Ivatt 2-6-2T
	LMS (boxed)
	

	GF
	2P 4-4-0
	Converted Compound
	

	GF
	2P 4-4-0
	Converted Compound
	

	UM
	2P 4-4-0
	BR
	

	UM
	3F 0-6-0
	BR
	

	GF
	4F 0-6-0
	BR
	

	GF
	4F 0-6-0
	BR
	

	GF
	5MT 4-6-0
	BR
	

	GF
	5MT 4-6-0
	BR
	

	GF
	7F 2-8-0 ‘
	BR Kit built body
	

	GF
	8F 2-8-0
	BR
	

	GF
	GW Railcar
	Green
	

	GF
	Castle 4-6-0
	GWR green
	

	GF
	Hall 4-6-0
	GWR green
	

	GF
	Manor 4-6-0
	Kit built body
	

	GF
	61XX 2-6-2T
	GWR green
	

	GF
	61XX 2-6-2T
	Green
	

	GF
	61XX 2-6-2T
	BR black
	

	GF
	61XX 2-6-2T
	BR green
	

	GF
	56XX 0-6-2T
	Kit built body
	

	GF
	2251 0-6-0
	Kit built body
	

	GF
	57XX 0-6-0PT
	BR black
	

	GF
	57XX 0-6-0PT
	Modified with condensing, BR black
	

	Dapol
	14XX 0-4-2T
	green
	

	Dapol
	14XX 0-4-2T
	BR black
	

	Dapol
	14XX 0-4-2T
	GWR green
	

	GF
	WC 4-6-2
	BR green
	

	GF
	MN 4-6-2
	SR malachite green
	

	Dapol
	M7 0-4-4T
	BR black
	

	Dapol
	M7 0-4-4T
	SR malachite green
	

	Dapol
	AIX 0-6-0T
	SR Black
	

	Dapol
	AIX 0-6-0T
	“Stepney”
	

	GF
	BR  2-6-0
	Kit built body
	

	GF
	BR 2-6-4T
	Renumbered 42051
	

	GF
	BR 2-6-4T
	No pony truck, renumbered 42063
	

	GF
	J94 0-6-0ST
	Kit built body
	

	GF
	0-6-0T
	BR black GP tank 
	

	GF
	0-6-0ST
	S&DJR Kit built body
	

	GF
	08
	BR blue
	

	Lima
	Class 31
	green
	

	
	
	
	

	GF
	J94/08
	Chassis only
	

	Dapol
	M7 0-4-4T
	Chassis only
	


Coaches

	Dapol
	Auto coach
	Maroon (1)
	

	Dapol
	Auto coach
	Choc/cream (1)
	

	Dapol
	B-set
	Choc/cream (2)
	

	GF
	Mk1 SK
	Maroon Original type with window inlays (3)
	

	GF
	Mk1 BCK
	Maroon Original type with window inlays (1)
	

	GF
	Mk1 SK
	Maroon Later Poole type (3)
	

	GF
	Mk1 BCK
	Maroon Later Poole type (1)
	

	GF
	Mk1 SK
	Maroon China (3)
	

	GF
	Mk1 BCK
	Maroon China (1)
	

	GF
	Mk1 RO
	Maroon China (1)
	

	MH
	Stanier
	Mike Howarth maroon coach on GF chassis
	

	Minitrix
	Mk1 CK
	Maroon (3)
	

	Minitrix
	Mk1 BCK
	Maroon (1)
	

	GF
	Suburban
	LMS Maroon (3)
	

	GF
	Suburban Brake
	LMS Maroon (3)
	

	GF
	Suburban
	Maroon (2)
	

	GF
	Suburban Brake
	Maroon (2)
	

	GF
	Suburban
	Maroon (1) China
	

	GF
	Suburban Brake
	Maroon (2) China
	

	GF
	Suburban
	Crimson (2) China
	

	GF
	Suburban Brake
	Crimson (1) China
	

	GF
	Suburban
	Green (2)
	

	GF
	Suburban Brake
	Green (1)
	

	GF
	4W
	Choc/cream (1)
	

	GF
	4W Brake
	Choc/cream(1)
	

	GF
	4W
	Green (3)
	

	GF
	4W Brake
	Green (1) DG coupling one end.
	

	
	
	
	

	GF
	Suburban Brake
	Maroon motorised with Green Max chassis
	

	Kit
	GW autocoach
	Choc/cream motorised with Green Max chassis
	


Note also parts of at least seven other Farish suburban coaches available.

Plus nine Lima coaches in various colours.

Wagons 

Over 90 complete wagons plus spare parts – too many to list - just ask!

Plus motorised toad GW brake van

Also:

Tomix Japanese diesel loco.

Yvonne Shillabeer memorial Wagon (Society kit 29) 3off

Lots of Del-Prado static models from all over the world.

Next meeting at Maesgwyn – Wednesday 30th March at 7:30 p.m.  
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