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Chairman -      Pete Jones.







   Treasurer –      Barry Parker Twist 





    Secretary –       Ian Coe
Meeting held Wednesday 29th September 2010

at Maesgwyn Community Centre, Wrexham
“A Grand Day Out”
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No not Wallace & Gromit but an account of TINGS (The International N Gauge Show). As mentioned in the last newsletter, Ian and Barry had booked tickets in advance for the Wrexham and Shropshire train service from Ruabon to Leamington Spa, whilst Lee planned to join the train at Wrexham. Despite the National Rail timetable indicating this service was unaffected by weekend rail engineering, all Arriva trains were being replaced by a bus service between Wrexham and Shrewsbury. On making further enquiries, the same thing was to happen to the W&S service so, not wishing to face a two hour bus journey to Shrewsbury, it was decided that Ian would drive to Barry’s house in Cefn Mawr from where Barry’s wife, Claire, kindly agreed to ferry us on to Shrewsbury . Lee had also made enquiries and was told that the W&S would depart from Wrexham but was leaving at 6:00 a.m. rather than 7:23! Lee’s father gave him a lift to the station and Lee boarded the train and found it heading down the Chester line. As if that wasn’t enough the train then headed up the Birkenhead line before reversing so that the DVT was leading as it passed through Chester station and headed down the Crewe line. There was over half an hour’s wait at Crewe before the service then took the line to Whitchurch and Shrewsbury. Surprisingly, despite the train only having four coaches and hardly full, Barry & Ian didn’t see Lee until they all alighted at Leamington Spa. There was a large taxi rank outside the station but not a single taxi in sight! Eventually one turned up and within ten minutes, the party were at the Warwickshire Exhibition Centre
The big new item at the Show was Bachmann’s ex LNER B1 4-6-0 – the very same Class as Dapol are set to produce! Nobody was available for comment on the Dapol Stand – no George Smith and no Dave Jones. The header picture shows 61251 “Oliver Bury” in action on Bachmann’s layout at the head of a train of their new Mk1 coaches. On the next track the Blue Deltic was hauling a similar rake of ‘blood and custard’ coaches. As with Dapol, four versions will be released as below: 

No. 1000      “Springbok” in ex works LNER apple green livery

No. 61139
Early BR ‘Lion on wheel’ black livery

No. 61251
“Oliver Bury” in late BR black livery

No. 61321
Late BR weathered black livery

The Mk 1 coaches will be available as SO (second open), SK (second corridor), CK (composite corridor – part first class, part second class) and BSK (brake second corridor) and each of the four types will be available in five different liveries as listed below.
Southern green

Western chocolate and cream

Midland blood and custard
BR maroon
BR blue/grey

So that’s another 20 models!

Also they are introducing the TPO mail van as already produced in ‘00’ and these will be available in four different liveries – three of which are shown. The fourth is in the “Royal Mail Travelling Post Office” livery which matches vehicles already on sale.

As if that was not enough, we can also look forward to the 100 ton JPA bogie cement wagon in “Lafarge” metallic silver and “Castle Cement” grey liveries.

As for the show itself, we all agreed that it was a good one with a broad range of layouts covering all eras and varying from Ken Jones’ tiny 20cm x 12cm “The Works” layout built in a video case to the massive modular layout from Germany which takes up at least 35ft by 15ft and has curves with a minimum radius of 3 metres! Altogether there were 28 layouts, 50 Trader’s stalls plus the Farish, Dapol and Model Rail stands. 
Lee and Barry & Ian lost track of each other during the afternoon with Barry and Ian visiting an International Food Fayre in Leamington Park and were “entertained” by a girl group in the Corporation bandstand! After that it was a short stroll in the sunshine to an old-fashioned pub, a stone’s throw from the station and a few pints were downed whilst we kept one eye on the trains passing through the station and the other on the Chelsea v West Ham game on the big screen TV – very nice! On returning to the station, there was Lee on the platform finishing a bag of fish & chips!
So we travelled back together on the W&S service (and their bacon baps can really be recommended!). This was fortunate for Lee, as the train was terminated at Shrewsbury and replaced by a minibus service. Lee was able to avail himself of a lift to Cefn Mawr with Barry and Ian and then a lift to Rossett with Ian, resulting in his arriving home a good hour before he would otherwise have managed.

Prior to our group meeting, Barry, Pete and Dave had moved the Chester Groups’ “Cragmill” layout from Dave’s garage in Ellesmere Port to Barry’s railway room in Cefn Mawr. They then proceeded to Kevin’s house in Wrexham, where they extracted the Chester Groups’ “Midford” layout from its trailer. Just in time too as the rain had begun to get into the trailer and was beginning to affect the end boards used for carrying the layout. The actual baseboards fortunately had little damage. These boards were then transported to Dave’s garage, where they will be kept dry until we deliver them down south – once we know which museum actually wins the race to get their hands on it (there are three interested parties).
What has this to do with the Wrexham Group? Well, as three of the five “Cragmill” layout builders are also Wrexham Group members, we have agreed that the layout will be set up at Barry’s and be available to members of both groups for running sessions. The first of these sessions was on the 6th October. Ian brought along Norman Acton of the Chester “B” Group and found Pete already at Barry’s and the layout assembled. Barry and Pete were just in the process of attaching the wires and controllers. 
After a couple of false starts owing to a couple of connectors not being in the right place, the layout was up and running with a variety of Barry’s modern image stock on the rails. Kevin’s arrival in his wheelchair meant a re-think of how access should be arranged. For the evening, Kevin had to make do with operating the outer low-level line from the front corner of the layout, whilst Ian operated the fiddle yard for that track at the back. This was not too dissimilar to the method of operation of “Midford” at exhibitions, where two operators are ‘train drivers’ whilst the other(s) operate the fiddle yards.
For next time, Barry proposes taking down his own layout and turning “Cragmill” round so that the front of the layout faces the wall leaving more room for access. All in all, we had an enjoyable night supplemented by a welcome cuppa and some home-made cake – delicious! Thanks Claire.

Back to the meeting at Maesgwyn and in connection with the relocation of “Cragmill”, Ian had brought two of the interchangeable modules for Barry to take back with him. These were the cemetery and the supermarket. Ian has added some touches to the car park of the supermarket which now has trolleys, trolley shelter and a car with the boot open. Ian needed some means of representing trolleys full of shopping and, after experimenting with crumpled paper and foam, his daughter came up with the answer – nappy sacks! These are made of very thin four-ply plastic, are orange in colour and when scrunched up between finger and thumb make a passable pile of shopping bags to stuff into trolleys and the car boot.
Ian had forgotten to bring the controller for the test track, so Rowland kindly offered to nip home and bring a replacement power unit. Whilst he was away we talked about whether to build an exhibition layout. There were six keen to build a layout which would hopefully turn out to be an exhibition layout but if not would still be the Group layout. The other members present had no objection to this proposal so we discussed the subject in more detail and have so far come up with the following parameters.

The optimum size of the layout would be 12ft x 4 ft made up of six 4 ft x 2 ft boards – three at the front and three at the back. By restricting the layout to this size, the boards can be carried easily in two cars and possibly in just one.
We ‘chewed the fat’ over Barry’s proposal for some sort of marshalling yard, where all the stock is on show at the front of the layout rather than hidden in fiddle yards at the back.

We would like it to represent industry in the locality – so quarries and coalmines were to be incorporated

Everyone seemed to go for a suggestion that we have a sea-frontage with loading from mine or quarry both into rail wagons and sea-going vessels.

A double track mainline is to be incorporated to maintain action when exhibited (and also useful for running-in new locos on club nights) – this could be at high level.

A suggested embryonic plan is shown below but we shall bring in some wallpaper to the next meeting so that we can draw out fairly accurately what we want and see if it fits in the space we have.


And a name for the layout? It was suggested that the name should relate to the Wrexham area. Ian said Wrexham was a bit far from the sea – would we call it Wrexham – on –Sea? Pete suggested “Southsea”, one of the many small villages around Wrexham which, up to the time of writing this newsletter, seems as good a name as any.
Pete has emailed to say that the following website used to be subscription based but is now free for all:

http://www.modeltrainsweathered.com/
There is also a shop advertising on this website – BLMA Models that sells items not seen elsewhere like air-conditioning units, radio antennae, portaloos and people mooning – all in N! Prices are not cheap and airmail adds further to the costs.

Dapol N’thusiasts Open Days – Saturday/Sunday 9th/10th October

After the unsuccessful attempt to encourage enough members to make a steam trip on the Llangollen Railway, Dapol staged their standard Open Day at their factory in Chirk. The main news following Bachmann’s launch of their B1 4-6-0 loco ahead of Dapol is that new products under development will be kept under wraps until 1 month before they are due in the shops. This is quite understandable but it is a pity, especially in these times of economic depression, that our two major suppliers can’t talk to each other and agree on who will produce what. We’ve seen duplication happen with the Class 66 and the 9F (which Bachmann were forced to discontinue when Dapol launched their version) and now the B1.
Dapol’s 9F is to be released with a BR1B tender leaving the way open to produce the ugly Franco-Crosti version of this engine, which had a chimney half-way along the right-hand side of the boiler. Is it going to be a race to release the Standard Class 5 and the Class 70? Will the ‘Clan’ class follow on from the ‘Britannia’/

Chester Area Group members tackled Joel, the new MD about giving a talk to the group on the lines that George Smith gave to our group last April. A provisional date of Friday 26th November at Dodleston Village Hall has been set. Members of the Wrexham Area Group are welcome to attend – Joel tells us he will have been on a DCC course by then! 

Next meeting at Maesgwyn – Wednesday 27th October at 7:30 p.m.  
