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Supplement to Meeting held Wednesday 26th January 2011
at Maesgwyn Community Centre, Wrexham
There has been a flurry of activity since last Wednesday’s meeting – hence this supplement.
Concerned that monthly meetings would result in slow progress on getting a layout ready for exhibition, Barry persuaded Dave Gibbons of the Chester “C” Group to let us have the use of his garage and his woodworking skills to do some extra work on the layout frames. The baseboards have now been assembled and, once we source some 12mm strips of PCB, we can start laying track.

The photo shows all frames glued and screwed with a 50mm layer of builders grade expanded polystyrene glued inside the frames giving us a layout measuring 12ft x 4ft 6ins. The extra width will allow the longest wheel base locos to negotiate the curves with ease even with close coupling.
A further set of polystyrene sheets are laid loosely on top, where the freight lines will be, whilst we decide on track layout. The piece of MDF in the middle represents where the village lift-off section will be.
Following a question raised by Rowland at the Chester meeting last Friday, Dave Gibbons has kindly volunteered to come to the next Wrexham meeting and give a brief talk/demonstration of weathering techniques. (Not only is he an expert carpenter and superb loco mechanism repairer, he also builds some fantastic rolling stock!) 

A revised track plan is shown below. The present thinking is that the North Wales coast lines will be on the outside at baseboard level (white area) and the station roughly based on Colwyn Bay before it was reduced to two tracks to allow room for the A55. To segregate the two independent freight lines, Ian suggests incorporating an intermediate level (orange) between low (white) and high (yellow) levels.

The high level line would run as a merry go round service with loaded trains on one loop and empties on the other. The intermediate line would be a single track freight only branch with passing loop (so no need for automatic uncoupling) OR could be a narrow gauge line! (Who suggested that?)
The green area would be scenery only again at a higher level with a removable section (green hatched) on which the village can be built.

So we would have four levels reaching up to the backscene. The stone conveyor, jetty and ship are retained and Ian is already working on a hotel (70°) to put on top of the hillside. The blank white areas in the centre of the layout are for access from the back of the layout to the board fixing bolts and can also be used for storage of stock.

The fiddle yard shows 5 roads each way for the main line but we think we may be able to squeeze in another track on each line when we come to lay track. With an average siding length of 5ft we could accommodate six long (10 coach) trains and twelve shortish (4/5 coaches) ones.
Ian has produced a set of name badges (because he forgets members’ names!). These will be available at the next meeting and we should also consider whether members would like to purchase Wrexham Area Group sweatshirts to wear at meetings, outings and exhibitions. Ian has made preliminary enquiries of the Society Shop who have in the past arranged the supply of sweatshirts to Area Groups. We need to agree on a colour and whether long sleeve or short sleeve – to be discussed at the next meeting.
Talking of the next meeting, apart from bringing in a controller so that we can use the test track and Dave giving us the low down on weathering and Barry bringing in the layout boards for tracklaying, Philip has also said that he will bring in his 2mm layout so that we can see the operation of automatic uncoupling and will also show us what he has done with the dock tank he bought off Ian at the last meeting.
Ian will also bring in his box labelled “Locomotive and Rolling Stock Kits and Parts”. No doubt we all have them – those projects that were started but never finished. Ian asks that rather than paying him for any items in the box, a donation is made to Group Funds to put toward purchases for the construction of the Group layout. If anyone else wishes to do the same please bring your items along for disposal.
As if that was not enough, 2011 is “Wrexham Year of Culture” and Ian proposes that the Group hold an Open Day at Maesgwyn and ask for the event to be included in the Year of Culture Programme under the event title of “The Art and Science of Railway Modelling”. Ian envisages the group layout being displayed as a ‘work in progress’ with a few other layouts in a more complete state and “show you how” tables. Perhaps also DVDs played on model railway construction. If we decide to give it a go, we have to apply by 22nd April to have the event included in the July-September Programme. We also need a Welsh translation of the event title please! 
For the future, Ian has made a start on clearing his shed (the photo shows he hasn’t got very far with it yet but at least you can now see down the aisle between the layout baseboards!) The distance between the front edge of the centre baseboard and the back edge of the baseboard against the side wall (to the left) is 4ft 6ins and the length of the centre baseboard is 12ft – made to measure! So when it is cleared, we can set up three boards to work on from either side or all six boards for a running session. This should allow additional meetings between our official monthly meetings to work on the layout for those who are prepared to travel the extra 12 miles from Wrexham to Ian’s house. 


Next meeting at Maesgwyn – Wednesday 23rd February at 7:30 p.m.  
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